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PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
 
 
09:30 – 12:00 First Session - Mediation and Private Diplomacy Today 

 
09:30-09:35 Welcoming remarks, Shlomo Ben-Ami, Vice-President, CITpax 
 
9:35-9:45   Introduction by Martin Griffiths, Director, Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue 
 
A brief introduction on the CHD, its origins, trajectory, philosophy and goals. 

  
9:45-10:15  Presentation by Andrew Marshall, Deputy Director, Centre for 
Humanitarian Dialogue  
 

  
 

10:15 – 10:30 Comments by Emilio Cassinello, Director General, CITpax 
 
10:30 – 11:30 Debate   

 
11:30 – 12:00 Coffee Break  
 
12:00 – 14:00 Second Session – The Future of Private Diplomacy 
  

12:00 – 12:45 Presentation by Martin Griffiths, Director, Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue 

 
 

12:45 – 13:00 Comments by Shlomo Ben-Ami, Vice-President, CITpax 
 
13:00 – 13:15 Comments by Iqbal Riza, Former Chef de Cabinet of UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan and Senior Fellow, Concordia21, Spain             

 
13:15 – 14:00 Debate 

 
14:00 Lunch 
 

What has been the evolution of the field of private diplomacy in the past 15 
years?  What has been the HD Centre's evolving position within the field?  What 
is the current niche of private diplomacy?  What are the current limitations and 
challenges facing private diplomacy?  How is the current niche for private 
diplomacy likely to evolve in the future?  What is the likelihood of changed 
opportunities for private diplomacy actors in the near- to medium-term future?   

What have we learned about the main strengths and limitations of private 
diplomacy actors in the past decade?  What should be the main focus of these 
actors?  What are the linkages between official and unofficial mediators?  How 
important is the coordination between official and unofficial actors, and how can 
it be achieved efficiently?  How can private diplomacy actors better coordinate 
with each other?  How to ensure accountability?  How can private diplomacy 
professionalize in the immediate future? What are the causes, risks and 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

- Antonio Álvarez Barthe, Deputy Director General for Foreign Policy, Ministry of   
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Spain  

- John Bell, Director, Middle East and Mediterranean Programme, CITpax 

- Shlomo Ben Ami, Vice President, CITpax, Madrid 

- Ivan Briscoe, Coordinator, Peace, Security & Human Rights Area, FRIDE, Madrid 

- Antonio Camuñas, President, Global Strategy, Spain 

- Emilio Cassinello, Director General, CITpax, Madrid    

- Alicia Cebada, Director Conflict Management and Peacebuilding Programme, CITpax 

- Carmén Claudín, Deputy Director, CIDOB, Barcelona 

- Christer Elfverson, Senior Diplomatic Adviser, Concordia21, Madrid 

- Senén Florensa, Director General, IEMED, Barcelona 

- Pedro Fuentetaja, Advisor, Department for Infrastructure and Management of Crisis 
Situations (DISSC), Presidency of the Government, Spain 

- Juan Garrigues, Avisor, Cabinet of Analysis and Studies, Office of the Spanish 
President, Spain  

- Martin Griffiths, Director, Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Geneva 

- Julio de la Guardia, Programme Director, Sub-Directorate for Alert and Management, 
Department for Infrastructure and Management of Crisis Situations (DISSC), 
Presidency of the Government , Spain 

- Milagros Hernando Director General for International Relations and Security, Office 
of the Spanish President, Spain 

- Eduardo López Busquets, Advisor, Analysis and Prevention Office for Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Spain 

- Cristina Manzano, Director, Foreign Policy, Spanish Edition, Madrid  

- Andrew Marshall, Director, Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, Geneva  

- Claudia Medina, Director of Projects, CITpax, Madrid 

- Pedro Medellín, Director, Latin America Programme, CITpax, Madrid 

- Martín Ortega Carcelén, Director, Analysis and Prevention Office for Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Spain 

- Andrés Ortega, Director, Cabinet of Analysis and Studies, Office of the Spanish 
President, Spain  

- Vicente Palacio, Deputy Director, OPEX, Fundación Alternativas, Madrid 

- Fernando Perpiña, Secretary General, Club de Madrid, Spain 

- Gabriel Reyes, Projects Coordinator, Middle East and Mediterranean Programme, 
CITpax, Madrid 

- Iqbal Riza, Senior Fellow, Concordia21, Madrid and former Chef de Cabinet of UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan  
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- Cristina Ruenes Advisor, Office of the Secretary General of the Presidency, Spain 

- Javier Salido, Advisor, Office of the Secretary General of the Presidency, Spain 

- José Ignacio Torreblanca, Head of Madrid Office and Senior Fellow, The European 
Council on Foreign Relations, ECFR, Spain 

- Darío Valcárcel, Director, Política Exterior, Spain 

- Pere Vilanova, Director, Department of Strategic and Security Affairs, Ministry of 
Defence, Spain 


